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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

 

 Last weekend’s edition of the Catholic weekly ‘The Tablet’ had an article on this topic – entitled 

“The Slender Thread” - obviously connected to the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the 

Throne. The writer raised some interesting points – not just in relation to the turbulent events at the time 

of the Reformation and the 150 years of persecution that followed, but also to some less well-known 

links between the Royal family and our Church since 1900.  

 I appreciate that, if you have republican sympathies, you might find this whole topic a bore, but the 

Royal Family have played a huge part in the history of the UK, and their attitude to the RC Church has 

been a major part of that history, with effects down to this day. I’ll skate over the start of the 

Reformation, and just mention the major rift between the Papacy and Queen Elizabeth I in 1570. Pope 

Pius V (unwisely, I think) said she was a heretic, forcing Catholics to choose: loyalty to her or to the 

Church. This made an already bad situation (for RC’s) far worse, and the state tried to stamp out 

Catholicism by very violent means. However, by the 1600’s, the Stuart kings started marrying Catholic 

wives from Europe – causing much friction with their more bitter anti-Catholic subjects. In the late 

1600’s, Parliament stepped in and made the famous law that prevented any monarch either being a 

Catholic, or even being married to one. 

 By the late 1700’s, there was more tolerance, and in 1829 the Duke of Wellington got the King to 

pass an Emancipation Act, which allowed virtually total freedom to Catholics in the UK. Queen Victoria 

showed little interest in (or sympathy for) the RC Church, but her son (Edward VII) was different. He 

loved France, even going to Lourdes just before his death in 1910. There were rumours that he was 

received into the RC Church on his deathbed, but no proof.  

 In the 20th century, the RC Church became part of the mainstream of our public life. Despite 

residual sectarian strife (linked mainly to the Northern Irish situation), most have a give-and take outlook 

to religion. Queen Elizabeth II has visited the Vatican, and welcomed two Popes here: Pope John Paul II 

to London (1982) and Benedict XVI to Edinburgh (2010).  When Prince Charles is crowned King, the 

whole event will be organized by a Catholic - the  Duke of Norfolk, hereditary Earl Marshall. His 

grandfather was in charge of the present Queen’s coronation in 1953. So, the “slender thread” between 

the Royal Family and the RC Church has survived – a bit tatty at times, but never snapped.  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• Tuesday July 12th - Bishop Robert Byrne will offer the Sacrament of Confirmation to some of our 

young people. 

AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• Corpus Christi Procession at Ushaw: This will take place on Sunday 19th June beginning at 3:00pm.  

Please see poster for details.  Ushaw has implemented a maximum capacity for people in the Chapel and 

refectory and parking spaces.  Please consider car sharing.  To book, please visit www.diocese.org.uk no 

later than 8th June. 

 

• Certificate in Pastoral Ministry – starting in September 2022 Are you currently involved in 

Church ministry but wish you knew more about your faith? Do you sometimes lack confidence and feel 

you could benefit from further training and formation? Do you want to grow in your faith and ministry and 

perhaps find new ways to share your gifts with others? We have a course designed just for you. The 

Certificate in Pastoral Ministry is an online, two-year learning experience created with the busy person in 

mind. It will take you on a journey of discovery about key aspects of the Catholic faith while helping you 

to reflect upon your own ministry and the ministry of others.  To find out more join us online for our 

information evening: Wednesday 22nd June 2022 from 7:30pm - 9:00pm. To register your interest for one 

of the information evenings, or for further information, please email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
 

• Lourdes Hospitalité will be holding an Afternoon Tea at St Aloysius’ Church, Hebburn for Assisted 

Pilgrims, on Sunday 26th June between 2:00pm and 4:00pm.  Anyone wishing to volunteer to help on the 

day or to make cakes or scones, please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or phone 01665 602012 no later 

than 19th June.  Volunteers will meet at St Aloysius from 12:00 noon to make sandwiches and serve teas. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• The Sunday Obligation is to be reinstated with effect from the Feast of Pentecost, 5th June.  The Bishops of 

England have Wales have issued a statement which can be read on the noticeboard.  This statement recognises the 

progress that has been achieved in returning to a more normal life. 

• PLEASE NOTE: From 5th June, Holy Mass will be live-streamed on Sundays only; there will be              no 

livestreaming on Mondays or Wednesdays. 

 Funerals and other significant occasions may be live-streamed, when requested. 
 

• Fr. Michael McKenna is celebrating the Diamond Jubilee of Priesthood on June 16th. Some of you will remember 

his association with the parish.  He is currently a resident in St. Joseph’s Home, Newcastle.  The Home has allowed 

his family to hold a Mass and a small celebration on June 18th.  Regrettably, the limitation on space means that others 

will not be able to attend, for which the family apologises.  Please remember Fr. Michael in your prayers. 
 

• Tyneside Irish Cultural Society 15th June Buffet lunch and Irish entertainment in St Mary’s Parish Centre.  Free, 

but let them know you are going—phone 0191 261 0385 or 07792 986240. 
 

• "Bible Society Cake Stall - Hexham Market Place - Saturday 25 June 10-12 noon. Come and treat yourself 

to a cake and help Bible Society get Bibles to where they're needed - many are being distributed in Ukraine right 

now. Cake donations are welcome - bring on the day or contact Sandra Innes                                                      

T: 07710 726338 E: stobgarbh@aol.com" 

 

• Calling all Parish Volunteers Do you carry out any of the volunteer roles within our parishes?  Do you have to 
drive your own car as part of this role?  If the answer to both of these questions is YES, then please don't forget to 
make a quick phone call to your Motor Insurance Policy Holder, to obtain written confirmation that you are covered 

for any driving you undertake on behalf of the church. 
 

• St Mary’s Guild Coffee Mornings has recommenced and will meet on second and fourth Wednesdays at 10:15 

after the morning Mass. 
 

• Sunday Coffee Club: The Sunday Coffee Club is looking for new volunteers to help.  Volunteers are organised on 
an eight-week cycle.  Please speak with Peter Trevelyan for further details.  If you would like to help, please let the 

Parish Office know. 
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NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week: 

• Wednesday (St Oswald’s, Bellingham) by arrangement 

• Thursday (St Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle) after 9:30 am Mass 

• Saturday (St Mary’s, Hexham) - 16:30 - 17:15 

GENERAL NOTICES 

• MA in CATHOLIC THEOLOGY by Distance Learning: This exciting new venture led by the 

Centre for Catholic Studies (CCS) and the Department of Theology and Religion is designed so that 

participants can work through material at their own pace, studying equally well in any time zone and in 

many different life situations, alongside work, ministry, family or caring obligations. Further Information For 

full details please visit the website: durham.ac.uk/study/courses/v8k807 For details about the Centre for 

Catholic Studies visit: centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk 
 

• Year of the Eucharist - Encountering the Son: The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced 

the ‘Encountering the Son’ booklet, which is the second of a series of three booklets to accompany the 

Year of the Eucharist and our Diocesan Synodal reflection. The booklet is available on the Diocesan 

website https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Year-of-the-Eucharist-Encountering-the-Son-

reflection-booklet.pdf  
 

• Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 - Volunteers Needed Urgently Holy Island Camp will be running 

holidays for children in 2022. Our helpers are all volunteers and in order to go ahead successfully in 2022 

we urgently need new volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, washing up and clearing the 

dining hall. We also need caretaking staff who would be able to carry out a cleaning role. The work is 

tiring but also fun (you would be joining an established and very welcoming team) and the young people 

benefit enormously from a traditional seaside type holiday. The commitment can be for as little as three 

days a year in Term Time or more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or through the Summer 

Holidays. Camp 2022 will run for the first two separate weeks of the Summer Holiday and the last two. All 

helpers will be required to obtain a free Diocesan DBS check and some training. If you are interested, 

please visit our website: https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 

• Happy Birthday to Bishop Seamus Bishop Robert would like to invite you to a Mass to mark the 80th 

birthday of Bishop Seamus.  This will be on Thursday 30th June 2022 at 12.05 pm at St Mary’s Cathedral.         

All are most welcome to attend.  
 

• Mass of Thanksgiving for NHS Staff, Chaplains and Care Workers - Bishop Robert Byrne invites 

you to attend this Mass of Thanksgiving at 19:00 on Thursday 14th July, the Feast of St Camillus, at St 

Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle. This Mass will be the opportunity to express the gratitude of the Diocese to 

medical, nursing and healthcare staff and chaplains as we continue to emerge from the COVID Pandemic.  

There is no need to book a place. 
 

• THANK YOU FROM THE JUSTICE AND PEACE REFUGEE PROJECT A huge thank you to all 

parishioners who have donated funds, food and toiletries to the Refugee Project over recent weeks. Your 

generosity is very much appreciated. We continue to have many new asylum seekers registering each 

week and there is still an urgent need for items which are in very short supply. So, please continue to sup-

port us, by placing items in our box in the Narthex.  The following priority items are particularly needed: 

Tinned Tomatoes, Chickpeas, Tinned Fish, Rice- standard size bags and not microwave rice, as many cli-

ents have no access to a microwave, Sugar – standard size bags, Biscuits, Cooking oil, Salt, Long-life milk, 

Toilet Roll, Toiletries are in very short supply - Shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, deodorant & tooth-

paste.  Thank you so much for your generous support! 



MASSES THIS WEEK  

TRINITY SUNDAY, YEAR C 

Vigil 11th June 17:30 Hexham Michael Auden RIP 

Sunday 12th June 09:00 Haydon Bridge Pro Populo (People of Our Parishes) 

Sunday 12th June 10:30 Hexham 
Service of the Word and                                                

Holy Communion 

Sunday 12th June 11:00 Bellingham Tate Family RIP 

Sunday 12th June 18:00 Hexham 
Service of the Word and                                                

Holy Communion 

Monday  13th June 09:30 Hexham No Mass today 

Tuesday 14th June 09:30 Swinburne Priest’s Intention 

Wednesday 15th June 09:30 Bellingham Holy Souls 

Wednesday 15th June 09:30 Hexham No Mass today 

Thursday 16th June 09:30 Haltwhistle Mary McManus RIP 

Friday 17th June 09:30 Hexham No Mass today 

Friday 17th June 
12:00 

Noon 
Otterburn Priest’s Intention 

Vigil 18th June 17:30 Hexham Kay Andrews 

Sunday 19th June 09:00 Haydon Bridge Bates Family RIP 

Sunday 19th June 10:30 
Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Harry Hill RIP 

Sunday 19th June 11:00 Bellingham Charlton Family RIP 

Sunday 19th June 18:00 Hexham Pro Populo (People of Our Parishes) 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (12/6/2022) 

First Reading:            Proverbs 8:22-31 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 8 

Second Reading:        Romans 5:1-5 

Gospel:                       John 16:12-15 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (19/6/2022) 

First Reading:            Genesis 14:18-20 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 109 

Second Reading:        Corinthians 11:23-26 

Gospel:                       Luke 19:11b-17 


