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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

 

This coming Saturday is the Feast of the Transfiguration, the office of readings for that day is particularly worth our 

attention – Fr Luke 

From a sermon on the transfiguration of the Lord 

by Bishop Anastasius of Sinai 

 

Upon Mount Tabor, Jesus revealed to his disciples a heavenly mystery. While living among them he had spoken of the 

kingdom and of his second coming in glory, but to banish from their hearts any possible doubt concerning the kingdom 

and to confirm their faith in what lay in the future by its prefiguration in the present, he gave them on Mount Tabor a 

wonderful vision of his glory, a foreshadowing of the kingdom of heaven. It was as if he said to them: “As time goes by you 

may be in danger of losing your faith. To save you from this I tell you now that some standing here listening to me will not 

taste death until they have seen the Son of Man coming in the glory of his Father.” Moreover, in order to assure us that 

Christ could command such power when he wished, the evangelist continues: ...There, before their eyes, he was transfigured. 

His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Then the disciples saw Moses and Elijah appear, and they 

were talking to Jesus. 

  These are the divine wonders we celebrate today; this is the saving revelation given us upon the mountain; this is the 

festival of Christ that has drawn us here. Let us listen, then, to the sacred voice of God so compellingly calling us from on 

high, from the summit of the mountain, so that with the Lord’s chosen disciples we may penetrate the deep meaning of 

these holy mysteries, so far beyond our capacity to express. Jesus goes before us to show us the way, both up the 

mountain and into heaven, and – I speak boldly – it is for us now to follow him with all speed, yearning for the heavenly 

vision that will give us a share in his radiance, renew our spiritual nature and transform us into his own likeness, making us 

for ever sharers in his Godhead and raising us to heights as yet undreamed of. 

  Let us run with confidence and joy to enter into the cloud like Moses and Elijah, or like James and John. Let us be 

caught up like Peter to behold the divine vision and to be transfigured by that glorious transfiguration. Let us retire from 

the world, stand aloof from the earth, rise above the body, detach ourselves from creatures and turn to the creator, to 

whom Peter in ecstasy exclaimed: Lord, it is good for us to be here. 

  It is indeed good to be here, as you have said, Peter. It is good to be with Jesus and to remain here for ever. What 

greater happiness or higher honour could we have than to be with God, to be made like him and to live in his light? 

  Therefore, since each of us possesses God in his heart and is being transformed into his divine image, we also should cry 

out with joy: It is good for us to be here – here where all things shine with divine radiance, where there is joy and gladness 

and exultation; where there is nothing in our hearts but peace, serenity and stillness; where God is seen. For here, in our 

hearts, Christ takes up his abode together with the Father, saying as he enters: Today salvation has come to this house. With 

Christ, our hearts receive all the wealth of his eternal blessings, and there where they are stored up for us in him, we see 

reflected as in a mirror both the first fruits and the whole of the world to come .’ 

Parish Priest & Episcopal Vicar for Northumberland: Fr Jeffrey Dodds 

Assistant Priests: Fr James Dunne & Fr Luke Wilkinson  

Parish Deacon:  

Parish Office: Mon-Thurs.  9:00 - 13:00 01434 603119  



FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

 

•  Little Sisters of the Poor, Newcastle Joseph’s Home (LSP), Newcastle are looking for volunteers to 

help throughout the Home (e.g. helping with residents’ activities, administration duties, fundraising and 

other various duties).  If you are interested and would like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or Mother 

Deirdre at St Joseph’s Home on 0191 2731279 for further details. 

AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• Churches Together, Haltwhistle  Prayers Together: 10 30am Mondays in Holy Cross. We pray for local 

issues, world issues as well as individual requests. We give thanks for the good things that happen in our 

lives. We hope that you will join us. (No prayer groups on bank holidays). 

 

•  Holy Island Children’s Vinnies Camp 2022 There are still some places at this year's Holy Island Children’s 

Camp, particularly in the last week of the School Summer Holiday.  If you have a child/children in school 

years 5-7 who would like a week’s residential holiday on Holy Island or you know of any children who 

would benefit from going to Camp this year please email christinej@svp.org.uk for further information  

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• Please pray for:  Fr. Dermott Donnelly  recently deceased, whose  Requiem Mass took place at St 

Michaels, Elswick. 

• Please also pray for Gracie Isabella Thomson whose Baptism is due to take place after Mass on Sunday 

31st July. 

• A message from Deacon Martin: 'Thank you' for the wonderful send off last Sunday. It was great to be 

able to say 'thank you' and 'good-bye' to you all. Many thanks for the wonderful cards and gifts - they are all 

very much appreciated. With prayers and best wishes to you all.  

• Saturday August 6th – Feast of the Transfiguration - A Quiet Garden Day at St John of Beverley 

Haydon Bridge 10.00am—3.00pm  Bridgett Hewitt, from the Abbey and Christian Meditation 
Movement  will lead the day  Bring food to share- soup & hot drinks provided. Suggested donation £5To 

book email patdev48@btinternet.com or text 07484793710 

 

• Ukraine Pop Up Emergency Clothing Appeal - Mark Thompson is making arrangements to take his 

5th trip to Ukraine. He is due to travel in September in an effort to distribute clothing to local people. 

There has been a call for Autumn clothing, and in particular coats, t-shirts, boots, shoes and slippers. He is 

asking for local assistance with St Mary’s, Hexham, providing a drop off point for the clothing. We are 

aiming to collect all clothing in by  28th August.  At the time of print the exact details have not been 

finalised and as such we would ask people to contact Mark in the first instance to co-ordinate this effort. 

He can be contacted on 07974356658 or email at markandliz@totalise.co.uk or please contact the Parish 

Office. 

mailto:christinej@svp.org.uk
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NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week: 

• Monday (St Mary’s, Hexham) after 9.30am Mass 

• Wednesday (St Oswald’s, Bellingham)  

• Thursday (St Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle) after 9:30 am Mass 

• Saturday (St Mary’s, Hexham) - 16:30 - 17:15 

 

• First Holy Communion 22-23 - If your child is in Year 4 or above and would like to begin preparation to make 

their First Holy Communion next year please email admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk and request a First Holy 

Communion form, please complete and return the form to the parish office by Sunday 31st July and we’ll be in touch 

about the details and start date of the programme.  

 

• Baptism - Would you like to have your child baptised? Please contact the parish office to request a baptism form, 

complete and return it to the parish office and one of our priests will contact you.  

 

• Year of the Eucharist - Encountering the Son: The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced the 

‘Encountering the Son’ booklet, which is the second of a series of three booklets to accompany the Year of the 

Eucharist and our Diocesan Synodal reflection. The booklet is available on the Diocesan website https://

diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Year-of-the-Eucharist-Encountering-the-Son-reflection-booklet.pdf  

 

• Reading Board St Mary’s Hexham -  Fr. Luke has put together a recommended Reading Board in the Narthex 

 

 

 

• Calling all Parish Volunteers Do you carry out any of the volunteer roles within our parishes?  Do you 

have to drive your own car as part of this role?  If the answer to both of these questions is YES, then 

please don't forget to make a quick phone call to your Motor Insurance Policy Holder, to obtain written 

confirmation that you are covered for any driving you undertake on behalf of the church. 

 
•  From the Lourdes Pilgrimage Group 

 There will be Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Shotton Colliery at 11am on Wednesday 3 August - t

 his is to mark when the Diocese would normally have been in Lourdes.  All are welcome and you are  

 invited to bring a packed lunch, refreshments will be served.  After lunch, there will be Marian devotions at 

 the  church grotto.  

  

•  MA in CATHOLIC THEOLOGY by Distance Learning: This exciting new venture led by the Cen-

tre for Catholic Studies (CCS) and the Department of Theology and Religion is designed so that partici-

pants can work through material at their own pace, studying equally well in any time zone and in many dif-

ferent life situations, alongside work, ministry, family or caring obligations. Further Information For full de-

tails please visit the website: durham.ac.uk/study/courses/v8k807 For details about the Centre for Catholic 

Studies visit: centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk 
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MASSES THIS WEEK  

EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Vigil 30th July 17:30 Hexham People of our Parishes  

Sun 31st July 9:00 Haydon Bridge Gerard Hope RIP 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31st July 10:30 Hexham Brian McTernan RIP 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31st July 11:00 Bellingham Holy Souls 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31st July 18:00 Hexham Margaret  & Bill Stewart RIP 
18th Sunday of the  

Year 

Mon 1st Aug 9:30 Hexham 
Living and Deceased members of the 

Loomey and McDonagh families 
St Alphonsus Liguori 

Tue 2nd Aug 9:30 Swinburn Priest’ Intention  

Wed 3rd Aug 9:30 Hexham No Mass St Oswald, King. 

Wed 3rd Aug 9.30 Bellingham Holy Souls St Oswald, King. 

Thur 4th Aug 9:30 Haltwhistle Holy Souls St John Vianney P 

Fri 5th Aug 9:30 Hexham 
Sebastian Yorke & Marianna 

Monkton RIP 
 

Fri 5th Aug 12:00 Otterburn Priest’s Intention  

Vigil 6th Aug 17:30 Hexham 
In Thanks giving Deacon Martin & 

Family 

The Transfiguration of 

the Lord 

Sun 7th Aug 9:00 Haydon Bridge People of our Parishes 19th Sunday of the  

Sun 7th Aug 10:30 Hexham Jim Armstrong RIP 
19th Sunday of the  

Year 

Sun 7th Aug 11:00 Bellingham Holy Souls 
19th Sunday of the  

Year 

Sun 7th Aug 18:00 Hexham Ann Gibbin RIP 
19th Sunday of the  

Year 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (31/7/2022 

First Reading:           Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 

Responsorial Psalm:   89 

Second Reading:        Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (7/8/2022) 

First Reading:          Book of Wisdom 18:6-9   

Responsorial Psalm:   32 

Second Reading:        Hebrews  11:1-2, 8-19 


