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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

Thought for the Week: May 15th, 2022. What’s the Church’s best size? 

 This question is not as daft as it sounds: most of us would naturally think, “The bigger the better, so 

we can promote Christ more effectively.”  But that was not quite the way ex-Pope Benedict XVI thought 

over 50 years ago. Please bear with me! 

 It is popularly felt that the former Pope does not get on very well with his successor, Francis.  

However, I suggest that had he felt Francis to be a threat to the Church, he would not have resigned 9 

years ago. It was well-known that Francis had been his runner-up in the previous papal election, so it 

was fair to assume that Francis would be elected, once Benedict resigned. Also, a recent article in “The 

Catholic Herald” monthly journal - and I must thank parishioner Willie Charlton for a copy of this – 

shows Pope Francis praising Benedict as “a prophet of the Church’s future”, during an address to fellow 

Jesuits in April. 

 He was referring to a radio talk Pope Benedict did in Germany in 1969, when he was still Fr Joseph 

Ratzinger, a professor of Theology at Tubingen University. A gifted academic, he had been an expert at 

the 2nd Vatican Council (1962-65) and had been in the forefront of moderate reforms in the Church. 

However, like many university teachers, he had been shocked by the student protests in 1968, and saw 

them as a threat to European stability and even to the Church’s authority.  He knew, even then, that 

society would affect the Church, which still had a huge following all over Europe, but especially in 

Germany. 

 Fr Ratzinger had said: “From the crisis of today the Church of tomorrow will emerge – one that has 

lost much. She will become small, and will have to start afresh, more or less from the beginning. As the 

number of her adherents diminishes, so she will lose many of her social privileges. In contrast to an 

earlier age, the Church will be seen as a voluntary society, entered only by free decision. As a smaller 

society, she will ask more of her individual members. But, in all this, she will find her essence afresh, 

and with full conviction in that which was always at her centre – faith in the triune God, in Jesus Christ 

the Son of God made man, and in the Spirit’s presence till the end of time.”  

 I suggest we’re now living in the world Pope Benedict foresaw 53 years ago. Our Church is 

“voluntary”, not shored-up by social pressure, and relying on our families to go against the social grain. 

Not easy, but genuine. Fr Jim.    
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• Tuesday July 12th - Bishop Robert Byrne will offer the Sacrament of Confirmation to some of our 

young people. 

AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• A Mass for Pentecost Saturday 28th May in the Cathedral Church of St Mary, Newcastle.  Celebrate the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  Praise and Worship at 13:00, followed by Mass at 13:20.  Afterwards, members of the Charismatic 

Diocesan Service will offer a Pentecost blessing. 
 

• Stella Maris invites you to a Day of Prayer & Pilgrimage to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne Saturday 4th June 2022.  

Led by the Rt Rev Paul Mason, Stella Maris Bishop Promoter, England & Wales.  A peaceful day of prayer and reflection.  
Join us to pray for seafarers and for everyone involved in our ministry and charity.  Celtic Prayers on the Green 12noon.  

Concelebrated Mass in St Mary the Virgin Church 3pm.  Saturday Safe Crossing Times 9:10am - 4:20pm.  Parish groups, 
families & individuals all welcome.  For further information please contact Regional Port Chaplains Paul Atkinson (07906 

212 426) or Peter Barrigan (07713 924 504). 
 

• Mass of Thanksgiving for NHS Staff, Chaplains and Care Workers - Bishop Robert Byrne invites you to attend 

this Mass of Thanksgiving at 19:00 on Thursday 14th July, the Feast of St Camillus, at St Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle. This 
Mass will be the opportunity to express the gratitude of the Diocese to medical, nursing and healthcare staff and 

chaplains as we continue to emerge from the COVID Pandemic.  There is no need to book a place. 

 

• THANK YOU FROM THE JUSTICE AND PEACE REFUGEE PROJECT A huge thank you to all parishioners 

who have donated funds, food and toiletries to the Refugee Project over recent weeks. Your generosity is very much 

appreciated. We continue to have many new asylum seekers registering each week and there is still an urgent need for 

items which are in very short supply. So, please continue to support us, by placing items in our box in the Narthex.  

 The following priority items are particularly needed: Tinned Tomatoes, Chickpeas, Tinned Fish, Rice- standard size 

 bags and  not microwave rice, as many clients have no access to a microwave, Sugar – standard size bags, Biscuits, 

 Cooking oil, Salt, Long- life milk, Toilet Roll, Toiletries are in very short supply - Shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, 

 deodorant & toothpaste.   Thank you so much for your generous support! 

 
• CAFOD The paradox of abundance Over 800 million people go hungry each day. Yet the world produces over 4 

billion tonnes of food and we only need 3.7 billion tonnes to feed everyone. From all this food produced, a third is 
wasted. St John Paul II called this ‘the paradox of abundance.’  

 Clearly the currently global food system is not working. But as Pope Francis said, "Each of us has a role to play in 
 transforming food systems for the benefit of people and the planet." Let’s respond to his call!  

 CAFOD’s new campaign is called Fix the Food System. See www.cafod.org.uk/food for more information, including an 
 invitation for parish groups to learn about the impact of our food with our Fix the Food System: a 7-station journey 

 resource  

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• Calling all Parish Volunteers Do you carry out any of the volunteer roles within our parishes?  Do you 

have to drive your own car as part of this role?  If the answer to both of these questions is YES, then please 

don't forget to make a quick phone call to your Motor Insurance Policy Holder, to obtain written 

confirmation that you are covered for any driving you undertake on behalf of the church. 

• St Mary’s Guild Coffee Mornings has recommenced and will meet on second and fourth Wednesdays 

at 10:15 after the morning Mass. 

• Sunday Coffee Club:  The Sunday Coffee Club is looking for new volunteers to help.  Volunteers are 

organised on an eight-week cycle.  Please speak with Peter Trevelyan for further details.  If you would like 

to help, please let the Parish Office know. 

• Autism Awareness: Many thanks to the parishioners of St John of Beverley and St Wilfrid’s for supporting Autism 

Awareness/Acceptance.  Over £280 has already been donated in cash and by QR code.   

• Vacancy The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancy: 

 Hexham, St Mary - Parish Secretary – 20 hours a week 

 Closing date for applications: 18 May 2022 

 Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us 0191 243 3301 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/food
http://www.diocesehn.org.uk


NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week:  

• Monday (St. Mary’s, Hexham) - after morning Mass 

• Wednesday (St. Oswald’s, Bellingham) - after morning Mass 

• Thursday (St. Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle) - after morning Mass 

• Saturday (St Mary’s, Hexham) - 16:30 - 17:15 

GENERAL NOTICES 

• Vocations Weekend for young women Theme: Discernment and Vocation Dates: 27-29 May 2022 

Location: Liverpool.  The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).  There is 

nothing quite like religious life – it’s an extraordinary adventure into a deep relationship with God.  If 

you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and would like to find out more why not come along?  You 

are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come along on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity for 

prayer, reflection and input, chance to ask questions and to meet others who are also wondering where God is 

calling them.  For more information contact: Sr Lynne fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website 

www.fcjsisters.org 

• Year of the Eucharist - Encountering the Son: The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced the 

‘Encountering the Son’ booklet, which is the second of a series of three booklets to accompany the Year of the 

Eucharist and our Diocesan Synodal reflection. The booklet is available on the Diocesan website https://

diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Year-of-the-Eucharist-Encountering-the-Son-reflection-booklet.pdf  
 

• Liturgy Courses: The Diocesan Liturgy Team will be running the following courses in May: Welcomers' Course, 

New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Course and a Sacristans' Course. If you wish to find out more 

information about these courses and how to register for them, please contact the Faith & Mission admin team: 

adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
 

• Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 2022 Last year, 16 volunteers delivered envelopes locally to where they lived 

for people to return to Hexham Abbey Shop (i.e. they did not collect them).  Over £2,700 was raised.  With 

additional volunteers, on the same basis, we could raise even more much need funds this year.  If you are willing to 

help, please email jjohn.mcardle@gmail.com or tel. 07860 585378.  Thank you. 

 

• Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 - Volunteers Needed Urgently Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for 

children in 2022. Our helpers are all volunteers and in order to go ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently need new 

volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, washing up and clearing the dining hall. We also need caretaking 

staff who would be able to carry out a cleaning role. The work is tiring but also fun (you would be joining an 

established and very welcoming team) and the young people benefit enormously from a traditional seaside type 

holiday. The commitment can be for as little as three days a year in Term Time or more if you are able to help on 

multiple weeks or through the Summer Holidays. Camp 2022 will run for the first two separate weeks of the 

Summer Holiday and the last two. All helpers will be required to obtain a free Diocesan DBS check and some 

training. If you are interested, please visit our website: https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 

• Holy Island Camp Social Ceilidh - Calling Existing and New Camp Volunteers and Friends Holy island 

Vinnies Camp will be holding a free social/ Ceilidh Saturday 28th May 7:30pm - 11:30pm (Bar open).  Blackfriars 

@The Ouseburn All welcome.  Please email: BarbaraT@svp.org.uk for tickets as numbers are limited. 

• Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal The Little Sisters of the Poor at St Joseph’s Home in Newcastle are finding the 

current economic climate increasingly more difficult.  The emergency lockdown measures we have had to implement 

to aid efforts to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and keep our residents safe have had a massive impact on our 

fundraising activities and the charitable donations we rely on to meet the ever increasing daily running costs of the 

Home.  We are appealing for urgent donations to help us continue with our work of caring for the Elderly.  In these 

uncertain times, small acts of kindness can make a huge difference in helping our Home.  Thank you for your 

continued support and prayers.  We are extremely grateful to you for the kindness shown to us.  Cheques made 

payable to ‘Little Sisters of the Poor’ can be sent to: St Joseph’s Home, Westmoreland Road,             

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7QA.  Alternatively, secure, online donations can be made by visiting: 

www.littlesistersofthepoor.co.uk/donate-here/ 

mailto:lynnefcj@hotmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcjsisters.org%2f&c=E,1,JxFLiHK5p_7gr8mFxFuYtOr1riWi9RniGjCAXoNGtYgM1m6LBueqDbd8lqoWl5cOX4I7XM4NoPTXj12Jhzy-ZJuULoxzBaxDAub2g89TMF3F&typo=1


MASSES THIS WEEK  

(5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C) 

Vigil 14th May 17:30 Hexham Desmond Seward RIP 

Sunday 15th May 09:00 Haydon Bridge Bates Family RIP 

Sunday 15th May 10:30 
Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Majella Gorman RIP 

Sunday 15th May 11:00 Bellingham Charlton Family RIP 

Sunday 15th May 18:00 Hexham Pro Populo (People of Our Parishes) 

Monday  16th May 09:30 
Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Armstrong Family RIP 

Tuesday 17th May 09:30 Swinburne Holy Souls 

Wednesday 18th May 09:30 Bellingham NO MASS TODAY 

Wednesday 18th May 09:30 
Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
NO MASS TODAY 

Thursday  19th May 09:30 Haltwhistle Priest’s Intention 

Friday 20th May 09:30 Hexham Joan Pearson RIP 

Friday 20th May 
12:00 

Noon 
Otterburn NO MASS TODAY 

Vigil 21st May 17:30 Hexham Robert Montieth RIP 

Sunday 22nd May 09:00 Haydon Bridge Harding Family 

Sunday 22nd May 10:30 
Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Jenny Lavin RIP 

Sunday 22nd May 11:00 Bellingham Pro Populo (People of Our Parishes) 

Sunday 22nd May 18:00 Hexham Cooke Family RIP 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (15/5/2022): 

First Reading:            Acts 14:21-27 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 144 

Second Reading:        Apocalypse 21:1-5 

Gospel:                       John 13:31-35 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (22/5/2022): 

First Reading:            Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 66 

Second Reading:        Apocalypse 21:10-14, 22-23 

Gospel:                       John 14:23-29 


