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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

 

Give us this day our daily bread… 

 

‘I just would highlight here as I’ve said elsewhere, that in a 1st Century Jewish context, a prayer 

for daily bread would of course make you think of the bread of necessity, the bread of daily life. 

We need bread to live, to sustain natural human life. However, the Greek word here for daily, 

epiousios, doesn’t literally mean daily. It literally means supernatural or super-substantial. Epi is the 

word for on, upon or above; ousios is the word for nature, or being, or substance. So when 

Jerome translated this, he gave us the word “supersubstantial” (epiousios). And that comes over 

into the Latin tradition and you’ll eventually see words like transubstantiation used with 

reference to the Eucharist. And those terms are rooted (in part) in the language of the Lord’s 

Prayer. So when Jesus says “give us this day our epiousios bread” (our supersubstantial bread, our 

super essential bread, our super natural bread), on one level he could be talking about earthly 

bread, but its primary meaning in context would be to the supernatural bread of the kingdom of 

God, which is of course going to be the Eucharist that he will give to the disciples in Luke 22. It 

is, in other words, the new manna of the new Exodus.  

 

We’ve been seeing over and over again in Luke’s gospel that Jesus is coming to inaugurate a new 

exodus. We saw it in chapter 9, he’s talking about his exodus on the Mountain of Transfiguration. 

So if his disciples know he’s going to inaugurate a new exodus and then he gives them a prayer 

to pray for supernatural bread given each day, what are their minds going to go to? It would be 

the imagery of the manna, the supernatural bread from Heaven of the first Exodus.’ 

 

From The Mass Readings Explained by Dr. Brant Pitre 

 

 

 

Parish Priest & Episcopal Vicar for Northumberland: Fr Jeffrey Dodds 

Assistant Priests: Fr James Dunne & Fr Luke Wilkinson  

Parish Deacon:  

Parish Office: Mon-Thurs.  9:00 - 13:00 01434 603119  



FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• A quiet Garden Day at St John of Beverley Haydon Bridge will take place on 6th August between 

10.00am—3.00pm. Bridgett Hewitt will lead the day. Bring food to share at lunch time.                  

Suggested donation £5. 

AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• Little Sisters of the Poor - would like to thank everyone for supporting the recent Diocesan Church 

Collection in aid of St Joseph’s Home (Newcastle).  We are extremely grateful for the kindness shown to 

us. We ask God to bless and reward you and your families for all you have done to help us continue the 

work of Jeanne Jugan in caring for our elderly residents.  Assuring you of our grateful prayers. Mother 

Deirdre and The Community. 

• Churches Together, Haltwhistle  Prayers Together: 10 30am Mondays in Holy Cross. We pray for local 

issues, world issues as well as individual requests. We give thanks for the good things that happen in our 

lives. We hope that you will join us. (No prayer groups on bank holidays).  

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

. 

• Hexham Holiday Club  - Invites you to join us for the Diary of a Disciple.  Taking place 25th July—29th 

July Meet at the Bandstand each day for half an hour of fun and music before going to venues around 

Hexham for the rest of the morning. Children will be split into groups by age and can take part in stories, 

crafts and songs. Children will be ready to be collected at 12.30 from their venues. Hexham holiday Club is 

free and open to all children. To register a place please go to www.hexhamholidayclub.org.uk.  

• Please pray for:  Barry Graham recently deceased, whose funeral will take place on Monday 25th July at  

11.30am at St Mary’s, Hexham, followed by interment at Hexham Cemetery . 

• Please also pray for Judy Bates recently deceased whose funeral will take place on Thursday 28th July at 

11.00am at St John of Beverley, Haydon Bridge followed by private  burial at Langley Castle. 

• Polite Note on Car Parking  - There have been a few incidents of concern lately and we would ask 

people to take care when driving through and reversing in the car park.  

• • Deacon Martin Bell Is Moving!  Bishop Robert has recently asked Deacon Martin if he would move 

Parish and assist Fr. Adrian Tuckwell at Blaydon and Winlaton. Fr. Adrian is an Episcopal Vicar for Caritas, 

with added duties in addition to his Parish work. Interestingly, Deacon Martin’s move is back to his home 

Parish where he was brought up! We wish him well as he prepares for this move and a leaving party will be 

held after the 10.30am Mass on Sunday 24th July in the Hexham Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome to 

come along and please feel free to bring your favourite food for a shared table.. I would personally like to 

thank Deacon Martin for his ministry in our Parishes over the past 5 years and wish him and his family 

every blessing. Fr. Jeff  



NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week: 

• Monday (St Mary’s, Hexham) after 9.30am Mass 

• Wednesday (St Oswald’s, Bellingham) Cancelled this week 

• Thursday (St Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle) after 9:30 am Mass 

• Saturday (St Mary’s, Hexham) - 16:30 - 17:15 

 

• First Holy Communion 22-23 - If your child is in Year 4 or above and would like to begin preparation to make 

their First Holy Communion next year please email admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk and request a First Holy 

Communion form, please complete and return the form to the parish office by Sunday 31st July and we’ll be in touch 

about the details and start date of the programme.  

 

• Baptism - Would you like to have your child baptised? Please contact the parish office to request a baptism form, 

complete and return it to the parish office and one of our priests will contact you.  

 

• Year of the Eucharist - Encountering the Son: The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced the 

‘Encountering the Son’ booklet, which is the second of a series of three booklets to accompany the Year of the 

Eucharist and our Diocesan Synodal reflection. The booklet is available on the Diocesan website https://

diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Year-of-the-Eucharist-Encountering-the-Son-reflection-booklet.pdf  

 
• Reading Board St Mary’s Hexham -  Fr. Luke has put together a recommended Reading Board in the Narthex 
  

 

• CAFOD would like to thank the Parishioners of St Mary’s, Hexham for their generous support this year 

and for the latest donation of £378.42. Thank you so much for being there for our global family. 
 

• Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) 2022-2023 - The Catholic Certificate in Religious 

Studies is managed and awarded by the Board of Religious Studies on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales. The programme seeks to ensure that participants have a basic understanding of the 

central beliefs of the Catholic faith . This programme is available for catechists, lay leaders and other adults 

wishing to deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith and Catholic education, serving teachers in 

Catholic and other schools, and teachers in training preparing to take up posts in Catholic schools. The 

CCRS course programme is now available for 2022-2023 and there is a short presentation shown on the 

Diocesan website: https://diocesehn.org.uk/education/continuing-professional-development-and-

formation/#ccrs If anyone would like further information, they can contact Eamonn Diffley at the Diocese 

of Hexham and Newcastle, Department for Education on 0191 243 3313 or email educa-

tion@diocesehn.org.uk    

 

• Calling all Parish Volunteers Do you carry out any of the volunteer roles within our parishes?  Do you 

have to drive your own car as part of this role?  If the answer to both of these questions is YES, then 

please don't forget to make a quick phone call to your Motor Insurance Policy Holder, to obtain written 

confirmation that you are covered for any driving you undertake on behalf of the church. 
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MASSES THIS WEEK  

SEVENTEETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Vigil 23rd July 17:30 Hexham People of Our Parishes St Bridget of Sweden 

Sun 24th July 9:00 Haydon Bridge Bates Family RIP 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

Sun 24th July 10:30 Hexham Sean Gorman RIP 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

Sun 24th July 18:00 Hexham Holy Souls 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

Mon 25th July 9:30 Hexham William Hudson RIP St James Apostle 

Tue 26th July 9:30 Swinburn No Mass SS Joachim & Anne 

Wed 27th July  9:30 Hexham 
Living & Deceased Members of the 

Glancey & Pearson Families 
 

Wed 27th July  9.30 Bellingham No Mass  

Thur 28th July 9:30 Haltwhistle Holy Souls  

Fri 29th July 9:30 Hexham In Thanksgiving   

Fri 29th July 12:00 Otterburn Holy Souls 
SS Martha, Mary & 

Lazarus 

Vigil 30th July 17:30 Hexham People of our Parishes  

Sun 31st July 9:00 Haydon Bridge Gerard Hope RIP 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31st July 10:30 Hexham Brian McTernan RIP 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31st July 11:00 Bellingham Holy Souls 
18th Sunday of the 

Year 

Sun 31 July 18:00 Hexham Margaret  & Bill Stewart RIP 
18th Sunday of the  

Year 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (24/7/2022 

First Reading:            Genesis 18:20-32 

Responsorial Psalm:   137 

Second Reading:        Colossians 2;12-14 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (31/7/2022) 

First Reading:          Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23   

Responsorial Psalm:   89 

Second Reading:        Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 


