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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

This past Thursday was the feast of St. Camillus, given the history of the parish involvement with the Camillians and the 
large statue of St Camillus in the grounds of St. Mary it’s a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect on the life of this 
great saint. – Fr Luke 

He was born in Italy of a noble family. He became a soldier but his taste for gambling and riotous living eventually lost him 
everything. At the age of 25 he converted as the result of hearing a sermon. He twice tried to join the Capuchin friars but 
was rejected because of his poor health. Having had experience of hospitals from the inside, he determined to improve 
them, and he devoted the rest of his life to the care of the sick. He offered himself to the hospital of San Giacomo in Rome 
and eventually became its bursar. At that time hospitals were as filthy, as the hospital staff were brutal and inadequate, as 
they are in many places today. He introduced many reforms and founded a congregation of priests and lay brothers, the 
Servants of the Sick (later known as the Camillians) to serve the sick both spiritually and physically. He was ordained priest 
in 1584. He resigned as head of his congregation in 1607 but continued to look after and visit the sick almost until the day 
of his death. 

From a Life of St Camillus 

Serving the Lord in his brethren 

(Taken from the Office of Readings for Thursday 14th July) 

 

Let me start with holy charity, the root of all the virtues and the gift most characteristic of Camillus. He was so fired by this 
virtue, both towards God and towards his neighbours, especially the sick, that just to see them was enough to melt his 
tender heart and to make him forget every pleasure, every earthly delight and attachment. Indeed, even when ministering 
to just one sick man, he seemed to burn himself up and wear himself out with the utmost devotion and compassion. 
Gladly would he have taken upon himself all their sickness and sufferings to alleviate their pain or take away their 
weakness. 

So vividly did he picture and honour the person of Christ in them that often when distributing food to them he thought of 
them as his ‘Christs’, and would beg of them grace and the remission of sins. Hence, he was as reverent before them as if 
he were really and truly in the presence of his Lord. Of nothing would he speak more frequently or fervently than of holy 
charity. He longed that it should take root in the heart of every man. 

To fire his brethren in religion with this fundamental virtue, he would impress on them these sweet words of Jesus Christ: 
‘I was sick, and you visited me.’ Indeed, so often did he repeat these words, he seemed to have them engraved on his 
heart. 

Camillus’ charity was so great and wide-ranging that he took to his kind and loving heart not only the sick and the dying 
but also all other poor and wretched people. His heart was so full of devotion for the needy that he used to say: ‘If ever 
there were no poor to be found on the face of the earth, people would have to search them out and even pluck them 
from below the earth in order to do good to them and show them mercy!’ 

 

Parish Priest & Episcopal Vicar for Northumberland: Fr Jeffrey Dodds 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• A quiet Garden Day at St John of Beverley Haydon Bridge will take place on 6th August between 

10.00am—3.00pm. Bridgett Hewitt will lead the day. Bring food to share at lunch time.                  

Suggested donation £5. 

AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• Little Sisters of the Poor - would like to thank everyone for supporting the recent Diocesan Church 

Collection in aid of St Joseph’s Home (Newcastle).  We are extremely grateful for the kindness shown to 

us. We ask God to bless and reward you and your families for all you have done to help us continue the 

work of Jeanne Jugan in caring for our elderly residents.  Assuring you of our grateful prayers. Mother 

Deirdre and The Community. 

• Little Sisters of the Poor Summer Fayre The Little Sisters of the Poor are holding a Summer Fayre 

on Saturday 30th July 1pm-4pm at St Joseph’s Home, Westmorland Road, Newcastle.  All are welcome. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

 

• Deacon Martin Bell Is Moving!  Bishop Robert has recently asked Deacon Martin if he would move 

Parish and assist Fr. Adrian Tuckwell at Blaydon and Winlaton. Fr. Adrian is an Episcopal Vicar for Caritas, 

with added duties in addition to his Parish work. Interestingly, Deacon Martin’s move is back to his home 

Parish where he was brought up! We wish him well as he prepares for this move and a leaving party will be 

held after the 10.30am Mass on Sunday 24th July in the Hexham Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome to 

come along and please feel free to bring your favourite food for a shared table.. I would personally like to 

thank Deacon Martin for his ministry in our Parishes over the past 5 years and wish him and his family 

every blessing. Fr. Jeff  

• Sacrament of Confirmation - Please offer your congratulations and pray for Jacob, Matthew, Samuel, 

Kaden, Ciaron, Emma, Leo and Cristina who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Tuesday 12th July. 

• Hexham Holiday Club  - Invites you to join us for the Diary of a Disciple.  Taking place 25th July—29th 

July Meet at the Bandstand each day for half an hour of fun and music before going to venues around 

Hexham for the rest of the morning. Children will be split into groups by age and can take part in stories, 

crafts and songs. Children will be ready to be collected at 12.30 from their venues. Hexham holiday Club is 

free and open to all children. To register a place please go to www.hexhamholidayclub.org.uk.  

• Sunday 17th July, 7:30 - Italia 2022 - St Mary's Choir on Tour - A short concert of musical 

highlights from Mass sung in Rome (S Maria in Vallicella and the Basilica of S Paolo),  Monte Cassino abbey, 

and the Basilica of S Franceso in Assisi.  Music to include Tallis, Elgar, Holst, Charpentier and Byrd. 

Followed by a reception/social in the hall with Italian-themed refreshments.   £5 on the door.  Not to be 

missed! 

• Please pray for:  Barry Clark recently deceased, whose funeral will take place on Monday 25th July at  

11.30am at St Mary’s, Hexham, followed by interment at Hexham Cemetery . 



NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week: 

• Monday (St Mary’s, Hexham) after 9.30am Mass 

• Wednesday (St Oswald’s, Bellingham) by arrangement 

• Thursday (St Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle) after 9:30 am Mass 

• Saturday (St Mary’s, Hexham) - 16:30 - 17:15 

GENERAL NOTICES 

 

• First Holy Communion 22-23 - If your child is in Year 4 or above and would like to begin preparation 

to make their First Holy Communion next year please email admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk and request a 

First Holy Communion form, please complete and return the form to the parish office by Sunday 31st July 

and we’ll be in touch about the details and start date of the programme.  

• Baptism - Would you like to have your child baptised? Please contact the parish office to request a 

baptism form, complete and return it to the parish office and one of our priests will contact you.  

• Year of the Eucharist - Encountering the Son: The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced 

the ‘Encountering the Son’ booklet, which is the second of a series of three booklets to accompany the 

Year of the Eucharist and our Diocesan Synodal reflection. The booklet is available on the Diocesan 

website https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Year-of-the-Eucharist-Encountering-the-Son-

reflection-booklet.pdf  

• Reading Board St Mary’s Hexham -  Fr. Luke has put together a recommended Reading Board in the 

Narthex 
  

 

• CAFOD would like to thank the Parishioners of St Mary’s, Hexham for their generous support this year 

and for the latest donation of £378.42. Thank you so much for being there for our global family. 
 

• Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) 2022-2023 - The Catholic Certificate in Religious 

Studies is managed and awarded by the Board of Religious Studies on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales. The programme seeks to ensure that participants have a basic understanding of the 

central beliefs of the Catholic faith . This programme is available for catechists, lay leaders and other adults 

wishing to deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith and Catholic education, serving teachers in 

Catholic and other schools, and teachers in training preparing to take up posts in Catholic schools. The 

CCRS course programme is now available for 2022-2023 and there is a short presentation shown on the 

Diocesan website: https://diocesehn.org.uk/education/continuing-professional-development-and-

formation/#ccrs If anyone would like further information, they can contact Eamonn Diffley at the Diocese 

of Hexham and Newcastle, Department for Education on 0191 243 3313 or email educa-

tion@diocesehn.org.uk    

• Calling all Parish Volunteers Do you carry out any of the volunteer roles within our parishes?  Do you 

have to drive your own car as part of this role?  If the answer to both of these questions is YES, then 

please don't forget to make a quick phone call to your Motor Insurance Policy Holder, to obtain written 

confirmation that you are covered for any driving you undertake on behalf of the  

•  

•  
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MASSES THIS WEEK  

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Vigil 16th July 17:30 Hexham In thanksgiving  (JB) 
16th Sunday  

of the year 

Sun 17th July 9:00 Haydon Bridge Harding Family RIP 
16th Sunday  

of the year 

Sun 17th July 10:30 Hexham Armstrong Family RIP 
16th Sunday  

of the year 

Sun 17th July 11:00 Bellingham Pro Populo (People of Our Parishes) 
16th Sunday  

of the year 

Sun 17th July 18:00 Hexham Martha & Wilfrid Wood RIP 
16th Sunday  

of the year 

Mon 18th July 9:30 Hexham Cook Family RIP  

Tue 19th July 9:30 Swinburn Holy Souls  

Wed 20th July  9:30 Hexham Margaret Armstrong RIP St Apollinaris 

Wed 20th July  9:30 Bellingham Priests Intention St Apollinaris 

Thur 21st July 9:30 Haltwhistle Holy Souls 
St Lawrence of 

Brindisi 

Fri 22nd July 9:30 Hexham Batey Family RIP St Mary Magdalene 

Fri 22nd July 12:00 Otterburn Priests Intention St Mary Magdalene 

Vigil 23rd July 17:30 Hexham People of Our Parishes  

Sun 24th July 9:00 Haydon Bridge Bates Family RIP 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

Sun 24th July 10:30 Hexham Sean Gorman RIP 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

Sun 24th July 18:00 Hexham Holy Souls 
17th Sunday  

of the Year 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (17/7/2022) 

First Reading:            Genesis 18:1-10a 

Responsorial Psalm:   14 

Second Reading:        Colossians 1,  24-28 

Gospel:                       Luke 10;38-42 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  (24/7/2022) 

First Reading:            Genesis 18::20-32 

Responsorial Psalm:   137 

Second Reading:        Colossians 2;12-14 


